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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the interrelation of
self-esteem and racial preferences in black children. The following
hypotheses were generated: (1) subjects with impaired self-concepts
will be more cutgroup oriented than those with unimpaired
self-concepts, (2) white preferences will be greater among middle
class than among lower class black children, and (3) black males will
show greater white preference than black females in their choice of a
black or a white puppet on each of the racial preference statements.
Subjects were 60 black girls and boys, 7-8 years old, from middle
class and lower class interracial schools. The instrument used to
measure self-esteem was the Piers-Harris childrents Self-Concept
Test. An instrument adapted from the Clark and Cclark dolls test
assessed racial preference. Findings indicate a significant
relationship between self-esteem and racial preference. The majority
of the black children preferred the black puppet in the racial
preference test. WNO significant difference between social class or
sex of subjects wes found. (Author/AJ)
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Three to scven yoar old black children have & wel evelopad knowledge

of thc concept of racial differences betwzen white and "colored' as this

is indicated by the choracteristic of skin color {Clark, 1956) ., Blacks 1iv--

Ln

iqg in the south ae weli as the north (Clark & Clark, 1947; rorland, 196 ;
Stevenson, 1958; Gregor, 1954); and integrated as well as segregated children,
(Goodman, 1952; Stevenson zand Stewart, 1958; Gregor, 1966) consistently pre;
ferred the white coler and rejected the dark color,

Eﬁtts (1963) found that b]ack'children with impaiced self-concepis as
mcasured by the California Test of Persomnality perceiv.. Lhemoelves less
accurately'in terus of skin color, Asher and Allcn'(iSGSJ have found that
middle c¢luss blzcks showed greater vhite preference thz: Jower class blacks,
and that black males.arc more cutgroup oriented than Lluck females,

The present study investigated the inté}reiaticn ¢ sclf-dsteem and
racial prefereunces in black children, Reasouning from t previous studies
the following Lypotheses vere generated:

i 1. Subjects with impaired seif—concepts will be wore outgroup orlented
than those with unimpaired self-coucepts,

2. VWhite preference will be greater among middle ¢lass than amoug lqwﬂr
glass black children,

-

3. There will be a significant difference betwsen boys and girl
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their choice of the blachk or whiite puppet on cach of the racisl preference
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cateme” tnc.. males w. i1 sliow groater white prelorgnce han L

fomales.

Method

Ss were 60 black givls and boys between the ages of seven and eight.

.Thirty were from a wmiddle cl.ss intervacial suburban school Qfedia, Peunsyl-

vania) and the remaining thirty were from a lower class interracial innecxr
éity school (Cheét.r, Pernsylvania). ALl Ss were judged to be of at leést
normalAintelligénce.

Ss from the ‘suburban school were selected from a second and third grade
class list. Since the number of blacks enrolled in the school was very small,
all of the black students in each of the six, second and third grade classes
were included in the sample. However, in the inner city school, every fifith

child who was black was selected from the class 1ist of second and thixd grad-

‘ers. .

The test instrument for self-ecsteem was the PieESNHarris‘Chiléren's Self-
Concept Test (Pieré, 1969). This 80—ite$ “ygs—no" questionnaire was read aloud
to the children by the black female E. The test device for assessing racial
preferences was an adaptation from.the Clark.ana Clark (1947) dolls test.

There were two pairs of puppets chosen to match a; closely as possihble the

sex and the ages of tﬁe subjects. Within each pair, the puppets were identical
except for skin and haiv color. The black puppet was of medium browm facial
color with'black hair, and the white puppet héd light skin with light hair.

The pupﬁets were placed in prone position before cach child who wae asked to

make fiwed alternative responses to each of the following questions:

1. Give me the puppe® that you would like to play with.
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2. Give me the puppet thst dis a nice puppet.

3. Give e the puppet that is a nice color.

4. Give nc the puppet that looks bad.

Siﬁcc rescaich has consistently found mo cffects ¢f vracce of the F upon
performance in this situation (liraba & Grant, 1970), this factor was not

varied in the present study. A black prefcereuace chioice was defined ‘as choos~

ing the black puppet for the racial prefercnce statements ~ 'play with,”

1 B I

"mice puppet,’” and 'mice color'; but choosing.thc white puppet as the one
that "locks bad." -
Results

The llann-Whitney U Test indicated a sigulficant relafionship between
self-esteem and racial preference. The median self-concept score for those
subjects who made at least three of the foﬁr black preference choices was
higher than those subjects who made less than three of the four black prefeor~
ence choices.(63.06.vs. 55.5;_32?.01), Chi-gquare tests yielded no sigﬁifi~
cant sex nor social class differenceg in racial prefcrehces among black chil-
dren, The majority of the black children preferred the black puppet. For
example, 70% of the subjects chose ﬁhe blaclk puppet as the one thaé they would
like to "play with," 54% chose the black puppet ag the 'mice puyp, ., unco
82% chose the black puppet as the one that is a "nice color." A majority of
these subjects (79%) chose the white puppet as the one that "looks bad.,"
"his findihg.of a preference by black children for black dolls confirms the
recent results of Hraba & Grent (1970) and.Fox & Barnes (1971). It is intex-

esting to note that the median self-concept scores for the suburban (middle

‘clags) and the immer city (lower class)} were at the 77th and 66th percentiles,
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These black childien YLave a viable and sccure self-eateep and apparent?

they value the traits of their
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etive group.

1t is possible that the relationsliip between celf-esteem and raclal

preference may signify a new spirit of dignity in the 1ives of Afro-American

children. Blacks who evidcunced feelings of preference for theiy own group

are experiencing at some level of awareness = self~love,

The fact that there was not a significant:diffcrcnce between middle and

jower class subjects suggested that middle class blacks are ae ethnocentric
as Tower class blacks. A second possibility, wmay be thet regardless of socio-

economic status, blacks who attend echools with a heterogeneous social class

and racial population, compete more and develop more sclf-estecnm (Ausubel,

1950). Hrabe & Grant: (1969) found that black children in i

nterracial settings
ave not ' ne sarily white oriented.
T TR T

Finally, Asher and Allen (1969) stated that greater white preference of

brack males is a result of the goneral avarceness of the relatively inferior

pasition of blacks, an awareness made moxre o for thos  Coooting

iy

msle role. However, the fact that there was not a significant sex difference

in the present study sugc ,sted that t,1ack males are currently as racially
1 y & Y

aware as black females.
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